“But Grandpa wasn’t a traitor”: Oral history, family secrets, and the postmemory of
the EOKA National Struggle

This paper explores the intergenerational memory of the EOKA National Struggle (1955-59)
within one extended Greek Cypriot family, focusing on how younger generations negotiate
familial narratives that conflict with dominant national commemorations. It examines how my
cousins responded to the revelation of a little-known story about our grandfather’s experience
during the Struggle: that he was marked for assassination after making a critical comment to a
neighbour who was concealing weapons and sheltering fighters. The same neighbour—despite
his own commitment to the cause—ultimately intervened, persuading the local EOKA
leadership not to carry out the execution, insisting that our grandfather posed no threat to the
movement.

Drawing on oral history interviews conducted with my cousins, the paper explores how
they had ‘imagined’ our grandfather’s role in the EOKA Struggle, and how they reacted upon
learning this family secret. It investigates their difficulty in reconciling this story with the
dominant historical narrative and commemoration, which presents the Struggle as a unified,
heroic uprising, collectively supported by the Cypriot people, with EOKA fighters celebrated
as national heroes and dissenting perspectives pushed to the margins.

The paper argues that the disclosure of this family secret unsettled the postmemorial
framework through which we had come to understand the Struggle. It highlights the fragility
of what Marianne Hirsch (2012) has termed the structure of “postmemory,” and shows how
descendants struggle to negotiate narratives that disrupt the coherence of national
commemoration. In doing so, the paper raises broader questions about the limits of national

mythologies in accommodating ambivalence, complexity, and dissent within family histories.

«Ma 0 wamtwovg ogv Tav Tpodotno»: Ilpopopiki) 16Topia, 01KOYEVELOKE HVGTIKA KOl 1)
petapviun tov EOvikov Ayove tng EOKA
H napovoa avaxoivwon eEgtdlet T dwayeveaxn pvnun tov EOvikov Ayova tmg EOKA (1955—
59) o010 TMAaic10 pag EVPVTEPTG EAANVOKVTPLUKTG OLKOYEVELNGS, LLE ELLPACT GTO TAOGS O VEOTEPEC
YEVIEG 010X EpifOVTOL OIKOYEVELNKEG QP YNOELG KOt YEYOVOTO TTOV £PYOVIOL GE GUYKPOUGT LE
mv Kouplapyn €Bvikn puvnun yw tov Ayova. E&etalel tig avtidpaoelc g yevidg pov, otav
NPOaLE AVTHETOTOL LE o AYVOOTN MG TOTE OIKOYEVELOKY] 1GTOPIO TOV OLPOPE TOV TOTTOV
pog: Ot elye yapoktTnplotel ®g mhavog oTd)0g Yo SoAopovia AOY® VO EMKPITIKOD GYOALOV
PO v Yeitova, Tov omoio glye 0el va kpOPel dmAa Kot aywviotéc. O 10106 o yeitovac—mapd

N 01K TOL OEGUELON GTOV AYDVO—TEAKA TapeVEPN Kot Eneloe TNV Tomik nyecio g EOKA



Vo Unv Tpoxwpnoel oty dorlogovia, vrootnpiloviag Mg 0 TOnToNS Lo OEV OMOTEAOVGE
OTELAT).

Baoiopévn oe ouvevtedEelc Tpopopikng 16Topilag TOv TPAYUATOTOINCH e J1ApOopa
EadéApla pov, N avakoivoon eEetdlel To TAG Elyay «POVIAGTED T1 GLUUETOYN TOL TOATTOV
pog otov Ayova g EOKA kot tdg avtédpacay dtav pabav avtd To 0O1KOYEVELNKO YEYOVOG.
Epevva ™ dvokorio TOUC VO GUUEIMMOGOVY VTO TO YEYOVOS KO TNV OIKOYEVELNKT 10TOPI LE
™V Kupilapyn 10Topikn Kot €0vikn pviun, n omoio mapovstdlel tov Aydva o¢ pio evioia,
NPOIKN €££YEPON, GLAAOYIKA VTOGTNPILOUEVT] OO TOV KLTPLUKO AQO, LLE TOVG OYMVICTES TNG
EOKA va tpuovtor og edvikol Mpmeg Kot [e OTOECONTOTE OMOKAIVOLGES APNYNGES Vi
TOPAUEVOVY GTO TEPIOMPLO.

H avaxoivowon vmootmpiler 0t 1 amokdALYN GLTOV TOV OIKOYEVEINKOD HVGTIKOV
amooTOOEPOTOINGE TO «CUETAUVNUOVIKO TAoiclo» péco omd 1o omoio elyope péxpt toTe
KOTAVONGEL TOV Ay®dVva. AvadekvieL TNV evBpavctdTNTA 0VvToD oL 1) Marianne Hirsch (2012)
€xel ovopdoetl «doun g LETOUVIUNG» (structure of postmemory), Kot d&iyvel TOS 01 amdyYovol
TacyIfovV va e EPIETOVV 0PN YNOELS TOL SLOTAPAGGOLY T GLVOYN TNG £0ViKNG pvung. Me
aLTOV TOV TPOTO, M AVAKOIV(OGCN €YEIPEL ELPVTEPN EPOTNLOTA YO TA OPlo TOV EBVIKDOV
pLOoOAOYIDV GTNV EVOOUATMOOT OUEICTUUOV, TOAVTAOKOTNTOG Kol OSloOViag HECH OTIG

OLKOYEVELNKES 1OTOPIEC.



